
CJL/S2/40 

Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from Glasgow Addiction Services 

Submission in respect to amendment 8

Glasgow Addiction Services is the key delivery mechanism for alcohol and 
drug related treatment services in the city. We act as a critical frontline 
response to the needs of some of the most vulnerable clients in Glasgow and 
Clyde.  

We recognise that there is significant crossover between prostitution and 
addiction. As part our ongoing service developments we have been proactive 
in contributing to the City’s strategic ambition of eradicating prostitution and 
aim to assist both women and men to permanently exit from prostitution. 
 
Glasgow Addiction Services believes that prostitution is inherently harmful. 
We witness the damage that prostitution causes to those involved. While it is 
our core business to address the presenting drug and alcohol issues we 
cannot do this in isolation. Many of our service users have extremely complex 
physical, social and psychological issues which are caused by or exacerbated 
by involvement in prostitution. Some are coerced into prostitution by partners 
or pimps, others are drawn to it as a means of survival e.g. roof over their 
head or simply because they have limited life opportunities. Many if not all 
experience low self worth and trauma and believe that they are of no value 
within society. 
  
We believe that many vulnerable women and men are unable to be heard. We 
therefore have a duty of care to speak out on behalf of those who experience 
the detrimental consequences of prostitution. We strive to help service users 
rebuild their lives and as part of this we must ensure that we also contribute to 
building a society that rejects the exploitation of others for either personal 
gratification or commercial gain. 
  
We therefore welcome and support the proposed changes lodged by Trish 
Goodman to challenge the demand for prostitution.  
  
  
Jim McBride
Head of Addiction Service East CHCP 
16 March 2010 
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